[Stargardt's disease and its intrafamilial variability].
Because of its considerable differential diagnosis and a wide range of phenotypic variation, Stargardt's disease (juvenile macular dystrophy) can cause diagnostic problems. Moreover, ample variability in course and outcome of the disease has been described. The diagnosis and variable course of Stargardt's disease of three affected siblings have been documented by clinical manifestation, fluorescein angiography and Ganzfeld-ERG including the ISCEV standard protocol. All three siblings presented with retinal abnormalities. However, only the youngest brother revealed symptoms for more than 10 y in terms of reduced visual acuity. The two elder ones had preserved central vision. Classical findings of contact lens biomicroscopy, fluorescein angiography and changes in the Ganzfeld-ERG confirmed the diagnosis of Stargardt's disease. The diagnosis of Stargardt's disease can be made as late as in the 7th decade of life. Tremendous variability can occur in course and outcome even within the same family. Therefore, visual prognosis is uncertain and has to be made with caution. In most cases the diagnosis can be established with the above mentioned methods.